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Open Forum Letter by Olwen Ferris, Paradise Point, Queensland. 

"In the early 1960s a bromeliad enthusiast from Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, ordered bromels from the late Mulford Foster. Mr. Foster added three Cryptanthus seedlings to the order, saying they looked too good to be composted and he hoped the recipient would enjoy growing them. 

I was given one offset from each plant. A green one we named Cryptanthus 'Green Ice' and this could perhaps be a C. zonatus hybrid. The second one is a long leaf, bronzy red form that I grow as "long leaf red hybrid". The third was a pinky bronze, neat rosette that just had to have a distinctive name. This so delighted the late Mrs. Glad Lawrence, an inaugural member of the Bromeliad Society of Australia Inc., that we decided to name the plant after her. In 1963, when the Society was formed, the Lawrences had one of the most representative collections of bromeliads in Australia, and I feel it is befitting that this delightful Cryptanthus be named after her. Cryptanthus 'Glad' appears to be a hybrid, but I have no record of its parentage. " 
